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I urge my colleagues to support this
priority.

————

CHILDREN’S BEREAVEMENT
CENTER

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to commend the Children’s
Bereavement Center, an organization
located in my congressional district
that has been providing support and
lifting spirits for so many south Flor-
ida families after facing a tragic loss.

Founded in 1999, the Children’s Be-
reavement Center offers free peer sup-
port groups and serves as an out-
standing resource for children, parents,
and caregivers, providing them with
the aid they so desperately need while
experiencing the hardship of losing a
loved one, a tragedy that some families
may one day experience.

When dealing with loss, it is often
the grieving children who are affected
the most. This wonderful organization
has made it its mission to assist stu-
dents at Miami-Dade County public
schools, having helped over 1,300 chil-
dren just this past year alone.

I am so thankful for the noble en-
deavor that the Children’s Bereave-
ment Center has undertaken so that
adults and children can find a way to
find peace and move forward with their
lives.

———

CALIFORNIA’S DEVASTATING
DROUGHT

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak on the current status of Cali-
fornia’s devastating drought.

I urge the California State and Fed-
eral agencies to maximize the pumping
of water in the delta to the allowable
legal limits.

As a result of State and Federal
agencies’ inability to operate at the
most flexible range available under the
Biological Opinions of the Endangered
Species Act, over 44,000 acre-feet of
water has been lost just this last week
during these El Nino conditions, and
over 131,000 acre-feet of water has been
lost this year, water that could be used
to grow crops and to feed people. This
is morally wrong.

Congress must pass legislation to
provide relief for the people of the San
Joaquin Valley and California. Senator
FEINSTEIN’s introduction of water leg-
islation is a critical step. I urge the
Senate to pass her legislation so we
can enter into negotiations with the
House-passed bill, which I strongly sup-
port.

Time is of the essence. Every day of
delay only results in further losses of
the vital water that is necessary for
the people of the valley and the people
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of California. Californians need to use
this water during these times of El
Nino conditions.

I urge that we do the right thing.

———
0 1215
LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my disappointment
with the President’s budget request.

I am especially concerned about the
President’s proposal to cut the Littoral
Combat Ship program. These ships are
built, in part, by Austal USA in my
home district.

I have seen these ships being built, I
have talked to the Navy leadership,
and I have visited with the sailors who
are actually working on these vessels.
They all support the LCS and the vital
role it plays in the Navy’s fleet. In
fact, just last year, Secretary of the
Navy Ray Mabus said: ‘“We have a
need, a demonstrated need, for 52 of
these small surface combatants.”

Cutting the LCS program, along with
failing to include an additional Expedi-
tionary Fast Transport ship, would be
a tremendous mistake as it relates to
maintaining the workforce base that
we have worked so hard to build up
along the Gulf Coast.

So I have a message for the 4,000 peo-
ple who work at the Austal shipyard in
Mobile: This proposal from a lameduck
Secretary of Defense and a lameduck
President will not stand.

I will fight every day to make sure
that our Navy has the resources they
want and need to protect our Nation
and keep sea lanes open. The LCS is a
critical part of that mission.

———

CONGRATULATING YOLANDA
ADAMS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today with great enthusiasm to
honor and salute Yolanda Adams, an
enormous and wonderful talent of gos-
pel music, and to celebrate the 10th an-
niversary of the Yolanda Adams Morn-
ing Show.

Many know that I introduced legisla-
tion to make September Gospel Music
Heritage Month in order to honor the
many talented Americans who enjoy
singing, writing, and providing inspira-
tion through gospel music. Elvis Pres-
ley won his first Grammy with gospel
music.

I remember young Yolanda Adams
singing in a church in Houston, and the
inspiration she gave even then. She
was a young teacher who worked until
she finally knew that her talent was
worthy of presenting it to the Amer-
ican people.

Yolanda Adams rose to fame as one
of gospel music’s greats, making her
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debut in 1988. I remember her song,
“Just as I Am.” Since then, Yolanda
has been wowing gospel audiences. She
has been before the President of the
United States and all over the world,
but yet she is a humble person.

Following her illustrious music ca-
reer, she began the Yolanda Adams
Morning Show. These shows often don’t
last, but her spirit has guided it for-
ward. She connects with listeners,
bringing them warm and inspirational
messages. Her music and growth has
been wonderful.

Mr. Speaker, Yolanda’s co-hosts, An-
thony Valary and Marcus D. Wiley,
give love and camaraderie every morn-
ing. They make it not just a morning
show, but a celebration of friends and
family.

I am delighted to stand here today to
call Yolanda Adams an American
treasure. She is a native daughter of
Houston, and someone who understands
God’s blessings, but is not selfish. She
provides those blessings to others
through her musical genius.

Congratulations to Yolanda Adams
for 10 years of the Yolanda Adams
Morning Show.

———

TRIBUTE TO SUSAN JORDAN

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart to
honor the life and legacy of Susan Jor-
dan, the beloved principal of Amy
Beverland Elementary School, who
served the Lawrence, Indiana, commu-
nity for 22 years as an educator.

In January, when a bus accidentally
lost control, Principal Jordan put her-
self between her students and the bus,
saving their lives and losing her own. I
am extraordinarily moved by her he-
roic sacrifice and the incredible out-
pouring of love and support from her
students, fellow teachers, and the
greater Lawrence community.

Principal Jordan was known for her
warmth and her passion for her stu-
dents to achieve their very best. At the
start of every school day, she stopped
by each classroom to welcome and en-
courage her students. Under her leader-
ship, Amy Beverland Elementary was
named a Four Star School by the Indi-
ana Department of Education, its des-
ignation for excellence.

On behalf of Indiana’s Fifth Congres-
sional District, I offer my deepest sym-
pathy to Principal Jordan’s family and
friends, the students who were injured,
the Lawrence Township community,
and all Hoosiers who mourn her loss
and cherish her memory.

——

REMEMBERING FLIGHT 3407

(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to speak today about Flight 3407 that
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